St lnl 1S B

“hes of India

P to promote

¢ joy the benefit

P b

by

e

wrvation facility
>ugh. Attitudes
the part of so
s changed this
ctual problems
teps are taken,
be uplifted to

sems of Tribal
saiguri District,

Some Aspects
ty, New Delhi:

TRIBAL SOCIETY OF BIRBHUM : A SOClO-
ECONOMIC STUDY OF SANTALS IN SAINTHIA
BLOCK

Bedadyuti Barman

INTRODUCTION

The Scheduled Tribes (STs) population constitutes India’s most
vuinerable group estimated to be (04 million people (Census 2011).
This group has suffered discrimination and exclusion in all its dimensions
for centuries. This group has been historically deprived access and
mﬁdememnotonlymecononﬁcrightsbutalsotosocialneedswch
as education, health and housing. After attaining independence in 1947,
the STs received special attention through the Constitution of India
with special provisions in education, employment and political
representation. But during the last 65 years of independence, all
hdithsforthernhﬂedtomchd\eiowes:muofdrecomwﬁiql
The term Adivasi is implied to the tribal people. India with diversified
ecological, cultural and linguistic zones have given sheiter to more than
around five hundred tribal community constituting 08.6per cent of tozal
population. The principal inhabitants of the tribal world of Birbhum are
the Santals, with a small percentage of other tribes. The Santals, however
had already been living in Birbhum. They seem to have brought to the
district by the Zaminders in the last decade of the 18™ century for the
purpose of jungle reclamation. They were industrious cultivators and
expert wood cutters. Their hard labour had transferred indifferent
lands into luxuriant plots. The Santals, according to all contemporary
accounts were simple, innocent and peaceable people. But they were
abysmally poor. Apart from great concentrations of the STs mainly
Santals, in some villages in the district where entire population belongs
to the STs. The Santals are the major tribal group in Birbhum district
are locally known as Manjhi. They like to identify themselves as Mor
(Man) not Sagntal. In Birbhum district of West Bengal they comprise
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Development and Discontents in the Perspective
of the Continuing Disadvantaged Position of the
Scheduled Castes,

(A Case Study of the Rajbanshis in

Jalpaiguri District, W.B))
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Tantra can be practiced in any setting. Although Tantric
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Buddhism offers many practices, no single method is formally

required. What is sought is a way to cut through ordinary

awareness as directly possible, in order to attain enlightenment

in a single lifetime. The best method for doing this will be

different for each persons so teachers assign whatever practices

they consider most appropriate for a particular students.”
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CONTRIBUTION OF TRIBAL IN TEBHAGA
MOVEMENT IN DUARS OF JALPAIGURI
DISTRICT

Keshab Ch. Bhattacharya, Kakali Pal and Shrabani Banerji

INTRODUCTION

The Tebhaga Mmovement has been described as virtually a tribal
peasant uprising in wide areas under the Jalpaiguri district, though non-
tribal adhiyars also took apart in it. The movement was under the
leadership of the Krishak Sabha (The Peasants’ organization) controlled
by the undivided Communist Party of India. The accumulated grudges
of the local peasants against generation after generation of deprivation
and exploitation culminated in the outbursts of revolt and movement
at many places in five districts of North Bengal, at a particular phase
of social and political evolution in the third decade of the twentieth
century. in the memories of those days as well as in the history of today
this rebellion is known as the Tebhaga Movement.

OBJECTIVES

The chief objective of this study is to analyses the contribution tribal
share-cropper and workers in Tebhaga movement in North Bengal
during 1940s.

STUDY AREA

The present study is confined within the district of Jalpaiguri. The study
area is the north-eastern most district of West Bengal with a total
geographical area of 6227 sq. km. between 26°16' to 27°0' N and
88°8' to 89°53' E. it is bordered by two international boundaries viz.
Bangladesh in the south-west and Bhutan in the north. Jalpaiguri district
is the chicken-neck of the North-East India between Bhutan and

Bangladesh.
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Empowerment of Indian Women - Needs, Problems and Solutions

Aparna Ghosh
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Abhedananda Mahavidyalaya, Sainthia, Birbhum

Now-a-days the issue of empowerment of women is a popular slogan. It has gained prominence in recent
times. Many many articles, essays, research papers on this subject have been being published in different
newspapers, magazines and journals. It is a matter of discussion and debate in academic circles and judiciary.
So. first of all, we should know the meaning of empowerment. Empowerment is a process by which the most
Insecure person can raise voice on many issues for his/her security and can fight against the social systems
which deprive him/her of liberty and rights. It is a continuous process to achieve the objectives of equality for
all, liberty and emancipation of men.

Need for empowerment of women :

Empowerment of women is a pressing necessity. Women are human species like men and consist of almost fifty
percent of the population of the world. No society, Country, nation can develop and prosper without the all round
development of women. The great monk Swami Vivekananda had felt the necessities of progress of Indian men
& women equally for the all round development of India. In his words, "There is no chance of welfare of the
world unless the condition of women is improved. It is not possible for a bird to fly on only one wing".

He traces the downfall of India to the continued neglect of our women and of our masses. 'In India there
are two great evils', says he, ' trampling on the women, and grinding the poor through caste restrictions'.
Emancipation of women and uplift of the masses formed the two most important items in Swami Vivekananda's
programme of national regeneration.

In this context | want to give you a picture of Indian women in the Nineteenth century, as Swamiji acted as a
social reformer during the latter half of that century. In the 19th century, Indian women lived a very miserable
life. The door of education and freedom had remained completely closed to them and their way of life was
confined merely to performing traditional customs and rituals. Indian social reformers of the 19th century who

- were committed to the cause of welfare of Indian women had started their mission which was directed in the
following three directions. Firstly: expansion of female education, Secondly: progress of women's lot and
Thirdly: removal of social taboos.

[ndian women must remember outstanding contributions made by Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar,
Raja Rammohan Roy and Brahmo Samaj also to the upliftment of Indian women. Even then, the notion of
these great personalities and the said organizations on female education and freedom of women were incomplete.
True meaning of women's education and women's freedom had been reflected in the ideas and thoughts of
only one great monk who is no other than Swami Vivekananda. In this context, we may quote Pandit Jaharlal

Nehrue, our first Prime Minister as saying. "You can tell the condition of the nation by looking at the status of
women".

ke conditions & problems of women in our society :

I'he conditions of our women, particularly in rural area, beggars description and they live admist of
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IMPACT OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA
ON
EMPOWERMENT OF INDIA WOMEN

Dr. Aparna Ghosh
Department of Philosophy, Abhedananda Mahavidyalaya, Sainthia

Now-a-days the issue of empowerment of women is a popular
slogan. It has gained prominence in recent times. Many many
articles, essays, reserch paper on this subject have been being
published in different newspapers, magazines and jounals. It is a
matter of discussion and debate in academic circles and judiciary.
So first of all we should know the meaning of 'empowerment,
empowerment is a process by which the most insecure person can
raise voice on any issues his/her security and can fight against the
social system which deprive him/her of liberty and right. It is a
continuous process to achieve the objectives of equality for all,
liverty and emancipation of men.

Empowerment of women is a pressing necessity. Women are
human species like men and consist of all most fifty percent of the
world population. No society, country, nation can develop and
prosper without the all-round development of women. The great
monk Swami Vivekananda had felt the necessities of progress of
Indian men and women equally for the all-round development of
India. In his word, "There is no chance of welfare of the world
unless the conditions of women is improved. It is not possible for
a bird to fly on only one wing."

Swamiji traces the downfall of India to the continued neglect of
our women and of our masses, "In India there are two great evils",
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STUDIES ON PHYSICO-CHEMICAL PARAMETERS OF RURAL
PONDS WATER AND SOIL OF FOUR BLOCKS OF BIRBHUM
. il -DISTRICT OF WEST BENGAL, INDIA

RAJYOSREE ROY!, B.C.PATRA? AND M.MONDAL?

! Dept. of Zoology, Abhedananda Mahavidyalaya,
Sainthia, Birbhum, West Bengal, India.
2 Dept. of Zoology, Vidyasagar University,
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3 District Rural Development Cell,
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ABSTRACT

Ponds water and soil quality play an important role towards the productivity of an
aquatic ecosystem. Scientific management of different physico-chemical parameters
of water and soil are very essential for optimum production of fish on commercial
basis. It may be achieved through the systematic monitoring of water and soil
properties of the ecosystem of various stages. The present study was conducted
with a view to assess the different physico-chemical parameters of ponds water
and soil of four blocks of Birbhum district, West Bengal. The results revealed that
there was seasonal variation in some of the physico-chemical parameters of water
and most of these parameters were within normal range indicating good quality of
water and soil.

K.y words: and, Physico-chemical parameters, Soil quality, Dissolved
oxygen :

INTRODUCTION

Th= quality of water is usually
mentioned according to its physical,
chemical and biological parameters. Water
and soil characteristics of fish ponds play
an important role for its productivity i.e.
output in terms of fish production.
Deciding quality of water resource dn
adequate knowledge of existing nature of
physico-chemical parameters, magnitude
and source of any pollution load must be
known, for which monitoring of physico-
chemical parameters and pollutant is
essential (Reddy et, al., 1994). Water
quality assessment from any region is an

important aspect for the development
activities of the region, because the rivers,
lakes etc. are used for water supply to
domestic, industrial, agriculture and fish
culture use (Jain and Senapati,1996). The
productivity of any fish pond depends
largely on the quality of bottom mud which
is the store house of nutrients. Various
chemical and biochemical changes
continuously take place in the underwater
pond mud resulting in release of nutrients
to the overlying water (Mandal and
Chattopadhyay 1990). As there is no
sufficient primary data about Physico-
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ABSTRACT

A detailed Survey was carried out in foyr districts of Red Lateritic Agro-climatic zone of West
Bengal. 130 no's of cow milk and 120 no’s of buffalo milk samples in the third lactation ol
morning milking were collected randomly from the farmer houses of the surveyed region . Trace
minerals viz. COpper, zinc, manganese and iron were estimated in milk by utilizing Atomic
Absorption Spectro Photometer. The data revealed that trace elements i buffalo milk were
higher than cow milk. Copper content in cow and buffalo milk was within the normal range
whereas, most of (he cow milk samples were deficient in zine, Higher concentration of

Keyword: Mineral elements | red lateritic zone milk, cow, buffalo.

INTRODUCTION

Chemical composition of milk is highly variable and influenced by intrinsic factors |ike breed ,
species, stage of lactation | number of lactation » age of animal, changes in feeding, time of
milking etc. The presence of minerals in mijk is very important for the nutrition of human
beings, particularly young ones. Minerals also play a dominant role in milk processing and
product manufacture. Both iron and copper promote development of oxidized flavor in mjlk
and milk products. They also catalyze oxidation of ascorbic acid and influence lipase activity,
The present work describes the results on the toncentration of copper, zinc, mangancse and
iron in cow and buffalo milk in red lateritic agro-climatic zone of West Bengal

A detailed Survey was carried out in the red lateritic zone of West Bengal covering four
districts, namely Birbhum, Bankura, Purulia ang West Midnapore. Composite morning milk
samples both from cow (130 Nos.) and buffalo (120 Nos.) in the third lactation were collected
randomly in the plastic containers avoiding metalljc contamination from farmer houses after
completion of milking. Trace minerals viz, “opper, zine, manganese and iron were determined
as per the method described by Sandel (1950) and Arenza (1977). 2 ml of milk was taken in g
100 ml conical flask and added 20 m| of tri-acid mixture of concentrated H,SQ,, HNO; and
HCIO, (19: 2: [ vy )- Digestion carried out on hot plate at 180-200°C Cooled digested content
was transferred to a 50 m) volumetric flask by washing with triple glass distilled water through
Whatman filter Paper No 42, The final volume was made to 50 ml. Concentrations of trace
minerals were made rhrough the Atomic Absorbtion Spectro Photometer (Perkin Elmer A
Analyst [01)) using specific lamp and standard, The values are expressed in terms of ppm (parts
per millior.). The data Was analysed as per the method described by Snedecor and Cochran,
1967 using MS Excel software package.
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'_ BESTRACT

. detailed survey was carried out in all the 19 rural blocks of Birbhum

" . of West Bengal. Pisciculture is a powerful income generating activity
s v the women Self Help Group (SHG) members related to poverty

| . onand employment generation for a vast section of the rural society. Self
& - Croups are non-formal cooperatives that are causing a silent revolutior. in
L e india through micro credit and various other economic activities involving

wesmen are the major change agents. Nearly, thirty thousand SHGs have been

| W in Birbhum district of West Bengal that had made a notable success in
w.~ “nance. This siudy has focused on the functioning of 38 women SHGs of
% district comprising 644 members mainly belonging to Below Poverty
=« “amily.Totally 38 SHGs have been selected for the study. Each group had

.o name and consists of about 10 to 18women members. Information was
.+ #rom all the members of 38 women SHGs, which together formed 644
~ ners. constituting the study sample. The data were collected with the help
—structured interview survey schedule. The survey was carried out during

- 2009, Different social class of these fisher women members of the
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ABSTRACT

Piscicultureis an important vibrant sector provides protein, vitamins and minerals to the
human beings. The present paper discussed the performance of the fishery groups and impact
of earning of Self Help Groups on their households and threats related to this economic
activity as well as social & economic empowerment of the women members of SHG. The
ttudy is based on primary as well as secondary data, which was collected with the help of
semi-structured interview survey schedule from 19 rural blocks of Birbhum district of West
Bengal. Totally 93 SHGs included 45 male, 38 female and 10 mixed SHGs respectively. SHG
members practice composite fish culture/ poly culture and some of them were involved in
integrating fish farming. Male SHGs increased their income in comparison to female & mixed
SHGs. Family income increased per member after repayment of bank loan and other expenses.
Empowerment of SHG women through training and other assistance have positive impact on
the SHG members; increase in self-confidence, leadership qualities and enhanced income to
improve their nutrition.

Keywords: Self-Help Groups. Pisciculture, Loan, Women Empowerment.

INTRCDUCTION

Pisciculture is an important vibrant sector provides protein, vitamins and minerals to the human
beings which are also utmost importance for prevention of malnutrition of the poor one. Pisciculture
is also a powerful income generating activity (IGA) of the Self Help Group (SHG) members
belonging to poor fishermen& women community for poverty alleviation and employment generation
for a vast section of the rural society. The SHGs are mostly non-formal groups and have a common
perception of need and an impulse towards collective action (Batiwala, 1994 and Satish, 2001). The
SHG is an effective instrument in bringing about personal and socio-economic changes in the rural
society, which help in alleviating rural poverty and generating livelihood security (Basu et al., 2014).
Fishery sector contributes to nutritional security and in earning foreign exchange. Fisher men and
women member of Self Help Groups play a crucial role in various piscicultural activity and fish
proceszing work. Fish farming requires less Space, time, money and has a higher feed conversion rate
(Olagunju et al., 2007). India is the fourth largest producer of fish in the world and the second largest
producer of inland fish. Aquaculture can benefit the livelihoods of the poor either through an
improved food supply and/or through employment and increased income (Samantary et al., 2009),
Micro finance is making headway in the effort for eradicating poverty and empowering women
(Jayalakshmi, 1998). Empowering women needs a holistic approach to participate in decision-making
in the houvsehold, community and local democratic sector and prepare women to take up leadership
position in agricultural activities (Pinto, 1995 and Sabri, 1998).Self Help Groups in rural areas are
causing a silent revolution through micro credit and various other activities to make the pisciculture
sustainable. Fisheries is an important livelihood generations in rural areas (FAO, 2001). In this
backdrop, the present study is an attempt to understand the various activities undertaken by SHG
members to make pisciculture as a livelihood activity, The specific objectives of the study are:

I. To assess the performance of the fishery groups.

2. To measure the impact of Self Help Groups in fishery on household levels.

3. To understand the social and economic empowerment of the women members of SHG.
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ABSTRACT

Self Help Groups are non-formal cooperatives that are causing a silent revolution in
rural India through micro credit and various other economic activities involving
women are the major change agents. Nearly, thirty thousands SHGs have been formed
in Birbhum district of West Bengal that have made a notable success in micro finance.
This study has focused on the functioning of 38 women SHGs located in rural areas
of 19 blocks of Birbhum district comprising 644 members mainly belonging to Below
Poverty Line family. Different social class of these fisher women members of the
SHGs were assisted under Swarnjayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana. These SHGs were
found to save a portion of their meager income and pool that money for their inter-
lending among them at an interest decided by the SHG. The survey revealed that
credit and project loan were used for better sustainability and enhancement of income
from piscicuiture. Most of the cultural water bodies i.e. ponds were under lease
condition. Empowerment of women was undertaken through training and other
assistance given by local panchayat, NGOs and Govt. officials. The SHG members,
increase in self-confidence, leadership qualities, skill to undertake pisciculture and
marketing, knowledge of book keeping, enhanced income, linkage with bankand
protest against social injustice.

Key words : Seif Help groups, Pisciculture, Loan, Women empowerment

INTROUCTION

Rural development through of the rural society. The SHGs are mostly
pisciculture as a powerful income non-formal groups and have a common
generating activity (IGA) by the women perception of need and an impulse towards
Self Help Group (SHG) members collective action (Batiwala,1994 and
accounting for poverty alleviation as well Satish,2001).Fishery sector contributes to
as employment generation for a vast section nutritional security and in earning foreign

Communicating address: C/O. J. C. Mondal (Near Hanuman Mandir) P.O. & AT. SAINTHIA, Dist. Birbhum,

PIN 731 234 E. Mail mmondal64@yahoo.co.in
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Pisciculture as a Source of
Sustainable Income of Self-Help

Group Members in Birbhum
District, West Bengal, India

Rajyosree Roy, Mibir Mondal and
Debabrata Roy Gupta

INTRODUCTION

Pisciculture is an important vibrant sector that provides protein,
vitamins and minerals to the human beings which are also of utmost
importance for prevention of malnutrition of the poor. Pisciculture
also constitutes a powerful income generating activity (IGA) of the Self
Help Group (SHG) members belonging to poor fishermen & women
comumunity. This assumes great importance for poverty alleviation and
employment generation for a vast section of the rural society. The
SHGs are mostly non-formal groups and have a common perception
of need and an impulse towards collective action (Batiwala,1994 and
Satish, 2001). The SHG is an effective instrument in bringing about
personal and socio-economic changes in the rural society, which help
in alleviating rural poverty and generating livelihood security (Basu
et.al., 2014). Fishery sector contributes to nutritional security and in
carning foreign exchange. Fishermen and women member of Self

2. 8

L i -
! m"..' : :R “tb «Q

n -
H



Rural Pisciculture as a Sustainable Livelihood of Self-
Help Group Members of Birbhum District of West
Bengal, India

Rajyosree Roy, Mihir Mondal,
Debabrata Roy Gupta and Mampi Dey

Abstract: Pisciculture is an important source of livelihood for
resource poor farmers as well as Self Help Group (SHGs) member
of West Bengal. Fish culture generating regular flow of income
helps SHGs to meet their food and nutritional security. The
present paper examined the performance of the fishery groups
and impact of earning of Self Help Groups on their households
and threats related to this economic activity as well as social &
economic empowerment of the women members of SHG. The
study is based on primary as well as secondary data, which was
collected with the help of semi-structured interview survey
schedule from 19 rural blocks of Birbhum district of West Bengal.
This study has focused on the functioning of 93 SHGs of Birbhum
district comprising of 1001 members belonging to Below Poverty
Line families under Swarnjayanti Gram Swarojgar Yojana. Totally
93 SHGs included 45 male, 38 female and 10 mixed SHGs
respectively. Focus group discussions were conducted to cross-
check the collected data. The survey revealed that cash credit and
project loan was used for better sustainability and enhancement
of income from pisciculture. Most of the cultural water bodies
Le. ponds were under lease condition. SHG members practice
composite fish culture/ poly culture and some of them were
involved in in*egrating fish farming. Male SHGs increased their
income in comparison to female & mixed SHGs. Family income
increased per member after repayment of bank loan and other
€xpenses. Empowerment of SHG women through training and
other assistance have positive impact on the SHG members;
increase in self-confidence, leadership qualities and enhanced
income to improve their nutrition,
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It's in humiliation only- you will come to be treated as equal to them.

q&oonnsroawggngg.uutﬁﬁuﬂggﬁ.
The one whom you are keeping behind, he will pull you from the back.
Under the darkness of ignorance, the one whom you keep out of view-
casting a shadow on your well being— he creates a deep chasm

Today, it is in humiliation, you will come to be treated as equal to them.

For centuries, you are camrying the burden of that shame on your head
Even then, you R<Q§n&8?n3§3&omﬁn“&n§
Yet looking down below, can you not see with your own
Atteste geng%&o&%izﬂfiﬂsﬂﬂ“
/\N&W% :w&ﬂ«.awzamggwo:i&oﬁnsggui
leaches \u\_\%ﬁ\mﬂ&n@&% not see that the messenger of death is gﬁ“a ...n..”“
.....:__:_L_. In .ﬁ:.._:.xe He is putting a mark of malediction on the arrogance ¢ your :
. ..._;;.._. Z..:___.._.c::\.._.:_ If you don’t call everyone and still ‘ﬂ? to stay aloof,

Book Reviews 152

Ahh

I

if you tie yourself down with strings of vanity all round—

~ |
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THE VISVA-BHARATI QUARTERLY

Salvaging :.uu Nation’s Future: Creative Use of Literary
History in Early English Writings of
Bankimchandra Chatterj

Pritam Ez.@aq_nn

Introduction

In the late nineteenth century, colonial Bengal witnessed the emergence
of a new discipline- history of Bengali literature. Under the influence of
English education, there was a sudden explosion of interest in writing history
of Bengali literature. A close reading of these early histories confronts its
readers with a striking set of inner tensions, conflicts and paradoxes that
calls out for an in-depth analysis. The rise of history of Bengali literature
as an important intellectual discipline can be placed against the general
backdrop of Indian intelligentsia’s early nationalist project of writing its own
history. The presence of a dominant colonial model in the intellectual domain
made this salvaging enterprise all the more complicated. From the very
beginning of this cultural project Bengali intellectuals were engaged in
creating a competing narrative to contend and contest the rules laid down
by the dominant statist culture. A survey of these early attempts at a literary
history of Bengal reveals how their authors resisted, challenged and expanded
the official idea of a literary history. In fact, they transformed the
“investigative modalities” (Cohn 5) into a re-constructionist cultural-nationalist
project that gave this enterprise a counter-active role. A study of these early
attempts at creating a notion of literary past in Bengal can help us relocate
the gradual rise and development of cultural nationalism in Bengal. It is
also a good occasion to judge the ways in which its preferences and dominant
ideological positions got shaped in and through early English writings of
Bankimchandra Chatterji.

: ;e India’s
challenging the dominant imperial discourse. The urge to reconstruct
past came with a desire to take control of the present E«Hu -nsg nﬁrﬁm
days of colonial rule it was pointed out to En.u..___._oa Eﬂ_a to this
a sense of history (Mill 67). Indian ES:%.« a._an.non uﬂ of the
accusation only started to take concrete shape in e 5
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A New __naun..ﬁn of Empire: ﬁﬂmwu Wilson Hunter and the
Rhetoric of ‘Improvement’ in Colonial Bengal

Statistician and imperial publicist. He had
interests that covered diverse fie of
geography, demography, identity politi
Hunter was one of the handful of imper
encouraged the process of gradual ratic
institutions of the colonial state. The natu
processes of change remain critical als the
and valued an intimate relationship with the
It won’t be an exaggeration to say that his li
inner dynamics of Empire in such a way that
work is to understand a good deal about the

century. The vitality of Hunter’s various
us face to face with the rise of mod ity
engagement with the processes of c > H
very interesting position till today in Be

Hunter and his Admirers

However, the Bengal that Hunter had
is not the Bengal of today. During the polit
Bengal got divided into two parts. So when
Gazetteers Department, a government ory
Hunter’s A Statistical Account of Bengal
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