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Behavioralism in poliƟcal science is an approach that emerged in the mid-20th century, emphasizing the 
study of poliƟcal behaviour through empirical and scienƟfic methods. It focuses on observable and 
measurable aspects of poliƟcal acƟvity, aiming to develop generalizable theories based on paƩerns of 
behaviour. Here are the key features of behavioralism: 

 

1. Empirical Approach: 

Behavioralism emphasizes the use of empirical data to study poliƟcal behaviour. It advocates for the 
observaƟon and measurement of actual behaviour, rather than relying on normaƟve or philosophical 
analysis. PoliƟcal scienƟsts using this approach gather data through surveys, interviews, experiments, 
and staƟsƟcal analysis. 

 

2. Focus on Individual and Group Behaviour: 

Unlike earlier approaches that focused on insƟtuƟons, systems, or structures, behavioralism prioriƟzes 
the acƟons, aƫtudes, and moƟvaƟons of individuals and groups. It looks at how people behave in 
poliƟcal seƫngs, including voƟng behaviour, poliƟcal parƟcipaƟon, and public opinion. 

 

3. ScienƟfic Methodology: 

Behavioralism advocates for applying scienƟfic methods to the study of poliƟcs. It uses quanƟtaƟve 
research techniques, such as staƟsƟcal analysis, to idenƟfy paƩerns and establish theories. This 
approach aims to produce objecƟve, testable, and replicable findings. 
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4. Psychological and Sociological FoundaƟons: 

Behavioralists draw from psychology and sociology to understand poliƟcal behaviour. They believe that 
poliƟcal acƟons are influenced by individuals' psychological states, social contexts, and cultural factors. 
This includes looking at how beliefs, values, emoƟons, and social influences shape poliƟcal decisions. 

 

5. Value-Neutrality: 

Behavioralism aims to be value-neutral, focusing on understanding poliƟcal behaviour without making 
normaƟve judgments about how poliƟcs should be. This means behavioralists avoid moral or ideological 
consideraƟons, concentraƟng instead on objecƟve descripƟons and explanaƟons of poliƟcal 
phenomena. 

 

6. SystemaƟc ObservaƟon and Analysis: 

Behavioralism promotes the systemaƟc observaƟon of poliƟcal behaviour through surveys, polls, and 
experiments. It seeks to create generalizable theories based on this data, moving away from speculaƟve 
or philosophical discussions about poliƟcs. 

 

7. Focus on Modern PoliƟcal Systems: 

Behavioralists are parƟcularly concerned with studying contemporary poliƟcal systems. They focus on 
modern democracy, elecƟons, poliƟcal parƟes, and public opinion. This contrasts with classical poliƟcal 
science, which oŌen focused on historical texts or idealized poliƟcal systems. 

 

8. RejecƟon of NormaƟve PoliƟcal Theory: 

While tradiƟonal poliƟcal theory oŌen dealt with "what ought to be" in poliƟcs, behavioralism focused 
on "what is." It tends to reject the study of normaƟve concepts like jusƟce, ethics, or ideals, instead 
seeking to explain poliƟcal phenomena in terms of observable facts and behaviours. 

 

9. GeneralizaƟon and Theory Building: 

Behavioralism seeks to develop general theories about poliƟcal behaviour that can apply across 
different contexts and regions. The aim is to idenƟfy broad paƩerns and laws of poliƟcal behaviour, 
making predicƟons about how people or groups will act in certain poliƟcal circumstances. 

 

10. PoliƟcal Systems Approach: 

Some strands of behavioralism, especially those influenced by figures like David Easton, view poliƟcal 
behaviour within the context of broader poliƟcal systems. They analyse how individuals and groups 
interact with insƟtuƟons, and how poliƟcal systems respond to ciƟzen behaviour. 
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In summary, behavioralism focuses on empirically studying the behaviour of poliƟcal actors, using 
scienƟfic methods to analyse and understand poliƟcal phenomena. It emphasizes individual and group 
behaviour, relies on measurable data, and seeks to build generalizable theories about 
poliƟcal processes. 
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