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The Ambivalence of Tolerance: William Wilson
Hunter and the Rise of Surveillance Literature in
Colonial Bengal

Pritam Mukherjee
Assistant Professor of English
Abhedananda Mahavidyalaya, Sainthia

Scotland’s engagement with India dates back to the time of British colonial
expansion in the subcontinent. It is true that the scope of a free and apen
dialogue between the coloniser and the colonised was extremely narrow
in those days. However, the nature of this engagement was not always
defined by hostile conflicts. True value of this encounter demands post-
colonial scholars to focus also on the crucial processes of negotiations,
collaborations, and mediations that followed the coming together of
competing cultures and peoples in the colonial time.

Distinguished Scotsman William Wilson Hunter's (1840 - 1900)
continuing influence in the sphere of Bengali culture and social science
even today is a classic example of such negotiations during the colonial
time. Hunter was an eminent member of Indian Civil Service (ICS), his-
torian, statistician and imperial publicist. He played a decisive role in the
creation of an effective and all pervasive information network in late-nine-
teenth-century Bengal which resulted in the production of a huge imperial
surveillance literature about the land and its people. The ultimate objective
of his epistemic endeavour was to develop an insight into the minds of the
Indians. He sincerely believed that a much informed and careful coloni-
al authority could better exercise its power over the colonised nation. His
basic idea was always to avoid military action which inevitably resulted in
further alienating Indian people. It was this understanding that led Hunter
to acknowledge and appreciate the friendship of his Bengali counterparts.
Unlike other officers from his service, Hunter always maintained an inti-
mate relationship with the Bengali intellectuals of his time. The history of
Scotland’s engagement in India would remain incomplete without a proper
attention to the life and works of William Wilson Hunter.

Hunter’s writings, even though a product of imperialist discourse had
been able to inspire new hape, create a consensus around its intended

%3 CamScanner



A Y AAA AAMIS N

A TP (4A

AW 1A

@ CamScanner



RIS FBLS AT g
LR SLER

(@ifsRmaIY 5137 Srea RS foratem A&y 5% | 93 o
caniffasatel 7, MG A ST 2o IRAHAR, Aer={ FACT oot
SR ) AT Y3 T FACH T G M 571 FC O | (3 M
B —

o g ool | fawd faw,
sitet oIt et e |
GO GEIQ (DO S,
TBIT G AR e ||

RDTER SANPIF SRAEH STTETISAIgTE TRt WGy WREASTR
TR ACOF 93 ... mmmmﬂ@m%ﬁc@mmﬁ@ﬁw,

SR 557 ST, FoA7 TR (1) , FI-330) |
ﬁwwmmwwwmmwwﬂm
ﬁﬂlaaﬁwﬁamwwmm@%ﬂwﬁwﬁﬂwumm

1z mmﬂwww%m‘meﬁ’om)
a2 ﬁaﬁﬁmw%ﬁlvM‘mew

A T T | 97 SRS : ’
(550#)&3{9{@&?{&&%@@7@@%9@@@7{%9{ AT (35R3) |
A5E SRS | G T U T GO,

er






FO ST, AT 8 3w 9w
LAREIUCE S
SIIofE, AR SR S
s 50 TR > G 0% I 3% [TSIo17 &A1 Sraiwee) e | gt -
& s (593 © &I 2 | A1l ioe 28 Su W3ET swoe (oowﬁ‘if\icz) ,3%Tam
sy <o 2Tl T 191 | T AT S0 o STHIeTA (e Slet 203 @ | 4o
I G2 SITHIET FORI SICHIETe AT 27T | '
R4 e oIIFE (FoAET TSI FUAR ¢ “ G S41S A I (T 01 SR STt A1
e | QIEATACIR FCAIF ST (o] G2 SIS ST T 233011 | 914871 Sfowms & B
e 3fa GIRITH 3RS Nare et et afbet | 93 Affere wemife A w2 sme res
FRATO! FATHEAAD (LG GF TS ACTI0F LTS FiteT G2 OIZI2 23O0% 2T FAW |, awifil
o IRTHIE @ Sl STHIETH 2RS2J(3 AT S (FIANS (7l IR 13 ™

% sl 4 26T o7 IAHI T [ets’ A 96 2 e | fof areferavicgfes
QTR B9 NI 7R LA | el il srarpices wive Sicawa fArawiae o iz) e =1 | T
oE A1 AT, “TTeIR &S ST 921 @2 SIE1 STFo) S 4, 21033 I e s
S 4 224 11 | (el (R P IR SR GO, (351 B e oot | (T v e 9t 11 61 R
TN FF, O (R 12| [ 2 PR 22 | ... (OITAA T4 46 N (NI ST S P @« 7™

LTIT 3 0@ ANE IS ATSAT T @ TH6 SHISCA ool 23 | 2 7] TP DISeT=l
TS e 2 | 3 2ld A 79 (AT CTeTaTal I T S | 2 o f&fbe! o1 T&Te
BT 27 | 2oren: i 2eam ASfia SICs » SCERE S50¢ IO JRIEIT Fqe e

A GF O (e |

TAEI o el (IS SOl ACE “TSI 0 o SRR (503 %) TIGITH e a
s | T e Toe e w3 ORiR [T A e S o5 SRR T (72 el
I N6l et fren e ofereeite BiTe rawarefa o S fra 17 ”

_ | G TR (R, “Fep 2T AL IR A T I S A I 7 P
mm«mmm@mmwmwm (IR SIS | (AR (e g R
AR EfSraTg, =i ey | i 1T siRve AT frca ffe sttt i —
“QI%ETrR IS AR T,
IR A A FoT—

. 10 2T sfel 28 o) ToF X O o e
m?ﬁpmmmmﬁwﬁamawaalmmﬁgﬁ“Wﬁmm ,
:’T‘:ﬁﬁ Wmic:h@~w£mmmn mﬂﬁ%m -

SEE SR fst Jrpaafers, of | GRR O
%;:;Wm TEENL (reyma12 G 24 3R ARG O] Eﬂmﬂmﬂw G
%%WIWW%MWNWWW

TR it ey s bl fATee 17

v CamScanner



